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The founding of the “Japan Popper Society” is really good news for all those
interested in philosophy ef science autd iu science, and for the friends of the Open
Society. The founding of the Society is so important because it will be essential in
spreading these ideas in Japan, a coumry. which has become a leader in economic
and technological progress. Hence, those interested in Critical Rationalism have good
reasons to hope that they will progressively enjoy more and more contributions o
this field ficrr Japan. Popper is the most important philosopher of science of this
century. He has brought about a tum from inductivism to falsificationist _
methodology, and recent investigations confiem that his methodology is superior to its
rivals (Kuhn, Lakatos, structuralism, incommensurability thesis). He has also brought
about a tumn in epistemology: from justificationist (foundationalist) philosophy to
criticism. In political philosophy, Popper's seminal ideas from his classic The Open
Society haw had a beneficial influence on politicians and political parties in the
whole of the political West.

Ever,

(Gerard Radnitzky
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2 45 William Warren Bartley I

A4 2 HizWilliam Warren Bartley IEdafianhc s> BHmMNEEAON
F Lk, OO, Kresge KD O D 3h¥k. M EE B L CRadnitzkyKh S OBM
YABET B LRI, BartleyEOMERBELIDBHOBMLET T,

33 Castle Lane
Oakland, California
94611

On February 5, 1990, William Warren Bartley III
died of cancer at his fiome in Oakland, California. He had
made a wvaliant struggle since learning of the disease in
July, and the lass of him must come as a shock to all his |
Friends and colleagues. He has requested that there be no

memorial service.

We shall, of course, each of us remember him in our |
own ways, Knowing that his loss is irreparable, and that
the work he had tried even at the end to leave us will go
unfinished. The work that he did leave remains in its
vitality a wonderful consolation. Contributions may be
made to the Cato Institute, Washington, D. C., and to the
Institute for Humane Studies, George Mason University,

Fairfax, Virginia.

If I can help you in any way, please do not hesitate |

to call on me.

Stephen Kresge
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19 April 1990
WILLIAM W.BARTLEY 111(1934-1990) Gerard Radnitzky

The sudden death of Professor Bartley is a great 1loss not only

for Critical Rationalism but for the scientific community and for
philosophy. For his friends and for those who had the privileges
of knowing him personally it is an enormous loss. Sir Karl Popper
wrote of Bartley: "I c¢an say that he was one of the most
brilliant students I ever had; perhaps the most brilliant of
all." He came to the London School of Economies with a first
class record from Harvard. His career at the LSE was most
unusual. He impressed all as an absolutely first élass man in
every respect, and he was appointed to a lectureship. His Ph.D.
thesis was at once(1962) published as a book by A.A.Knopf in New
York and by Chatto and Windus in London. Its quality and
originality were immediately recognized; it was translated into

German, French and Italian. The Retreat to Commitment is perhaps

the solution to the problem of the limits of rationality. This
theme is developed in his "nonjustificational theory of
eritisism"(his "pancritical rationalism").

Professor Bartley held many professorships: his first
appointment to a full professorship, at the University of
Pittsburgh, was in 1969; Professor of Philosophy at California
State University, Hayward, in 1870; he was named "Outstanding'
Professor” of the entire California State University system(which
includes some 300,000 students). His last position was Senior
Research Fellow at The Hoover Institution of War, Revolution and
Peace, Stanford University. He has lectured extensively in
Austria, Germany, France, and Italy.

Bartley was a seminal thinker who pursued several lines of

-8-



endeavor with great studies of major figures. He discovered and
reconstructed some lost work of Lewis Carroll, and wrote a

briltiant study of the mind of the Austrian philosopher Ludwig

wittgenstein. His study Wittgenstein has been translated into
several languages(Japanese transl. for Keiso-shobo publ.). Also
his biography of Werner Erhardt was a great success. The great
enterprises: the biography of Karl Popper and that of Friedrich
von Hayek, both already in an advanced stage, he, unfortunately,
was not able to finish.

Bartley has had a glittering academic career replete with
prizes, scholarships, and fellowships at some of the most
distinguished universities in the world. He took also the job of

editing the work of others seriously. Outstanding in this respect

is the editing of Sir Karl Popper's major work Postscript After

Twentv Five Years, to The Logic of Scientific Discovery{(three

volumes)/Editor-in-Chief of Hayek's COLLECTED WORKS and editing

of Hayek's latest book The Fatal Conceit: The Errors of

Socialism, and co-editing the collection Evolutionary

Epistemology, Rationality, and The Sociology of Knowledge, in

which he also developed his ideas on the growth of knowledge and
the theme of unfusing critiecism from justification thereby
showing that also in the foundations of logic and rationality"
there neced be no inconsistency in a thoroughgoing ecritical

attitude.

We will miss him - yet we are all grateful to him for his

guidance and wise counsel, his wisdom and his good humor.
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The Popperian legacy in economics,
Edited by Neil de Marchi, Cambridge
University Press, 1988.
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