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‘Popper’ s Focus :  Methodological Nominalism
and Methodological Individualism’
by Shuichi Sugita
(ex-JSPS Fellow for Japanese Junior
Scientists, at the University of Tokyo

Graduate School Devision of Law & Politics)

{Summary]

I begin by stressing the importance of
Popper’ s criticism of methodological
essentialism . However, its true problem is
concerned with the ‘psychology’ of discovery,
namely the tacit dimension, althouth Popper
himself seems to have tried to avoid stating
it directly. This expresses his
characteristic attitude to focus on the
logical relations of articulate statements.
Then, by reference to this attitude, 1
explain why his methodological individualism
is not thorough, compared with llayek’s.
Finally I point out that there lies his meta
-methodological strategy not to ‘state’ the
whole process guiding the tacit but to ‘show’
it by stating explicitly only what ought to
be stated as a focus. And T suggest that all
his methodological discussions are led by
this strategy which is orig@atcd to purely
scientific tacit practice. That is why he

rejects ‘psychological’ criticisms as

irrelevant.
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