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Karl Popper*
Joseph Agassi

Tel-Aviv University and York University, Toronto

On September 17, 1994, Karl Popper died at the age of 92. He was described as the
official opposition of the "Vienna Circle", the philosophical club which in the inter-war
period was glamorous and which espoused the then popular doctrine of logical positivism,
so-called. His relations with that club were friendly-hostile, to use the term with which he
liked to characterize the relations between scientific researchers. He is the last of that
generation (unless it is Carl G. Hempel, who, however, sees himself as too young to belong
there). The public aspect of Popper's friendly-hostile relations with his Viennese peers was
unfortunately more hostile than friendly. Somehow, philosophers have managed to keep
the accounts open for too long. The end of the era is the time to close accounts so as to be
able to go on with the job at hand, since the intermingling of personal affairs with objective
knowledge is unhealthy. Yet most of the leading heirs of the "Vienna Circle" still coast
around the issues raised by Popper, and so they can neither overlook him nor quote him
correctly. If past evidence is reliable here, then this will alter just about now. Is it?

Popper is known as the philosopher who offered a solution to the problem of induction
without denying the validity of David Hume's classical critique of all theories of induction.
The problem of induction is often put these days as, is the past a reliable indicator for the
future? Or, will the future be like the past? This wording is not very fortunate, as we all
agree that the past cannot be revived, that I will never be young again. The traditional way
of stating the question was, are generalizations from experience reliable? This is better but
still not very happy, as we all know from our childhood experience that some
generalizations are most unreliable. A much better restatement of the same idea is, can we
rely on the generalizations that rest on many instances and have no instance to the
contrary? This is better, of course, but still not satisfactory, as there are generalizations that
are erroneous yet it is not easy to find evidence that contradict them, especially those
generalizations that rest on stereotypes. Moreover, science regularly suggests theories,
such as about atoms and their properties, that are not generalizations at all. The best way
to word the problem of induction, then, is to refer to the fact that science consists in
learning from experience and developing theories: how can evidence help us learn about
the world at large? How is theoretical learning form experience possible? How can
evidence support theories?

This wording makes Hume's critique of all theories of inductive support unanswerable,
as it is the true observation that there is no valid inference leading from particular evidence
to universal theories. All efforts to find such inferences, especially the theories of probable
inference, were refuted by Hume already. Popper agrees that learning from experience is
not inferences from evidence to theories, that is to say, it is not inference supporting any
theory, but, he says, evidence can and does lead to the negation of theories; it leads to their
refutation: such inferences are classically a part of deductive logic. The novelty of Popper's
idea is in not the assertion that refutations are valid inferences, but in the assertion that
they are instructive, that they are indeed what makes science progressive and exciting.

This is the heart of Popper's philosophy of science: learning from experience is not by
positive but by negative instances. This is a view that is hard to take seriously, as evidenced
from the fact that quite a few of his self-portrayed followers deny that this is his teaching
despite the fact that he has said so many times and never took it back. It must be admitted,
though, that, in his discussions of the details of his view and in his response to the
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incredulous comments on it, he did make two minor additional assumptions. These minor
assumptions do not amount to a reversal of his view from the idea that learning from
experience is by refutation to the traditional view that it is by confirmation; moreover, they
reduce the power of his theory even if they make it more credible to some of his audience.
At the very least one ought to cite him correctly, and preferably one may discuss separately
his theory once in its austere version and once with its ancillary additions.

The most prevalent misrepresentation of Popper's views sidesteps the whole issue just
raised and centers round his characterization of science. For, he solved the problem of the
demarcation of scientific theories in line with his solution of the problem of induction: a
theory is scientific, he said, if and only if, on the supposition that it is false there is a
practicable way to try to refute it. This theory was systematically misrepresented by his
peers from the "Vienna Circle", especially Rudolf Carnap: whereas Popper studied the
demarcation of scientific theories, Carnap alleged that what he (Popper) studied was the
demarcation of the language of science. The last time I heard Carl Hempel, the leading
heir of the "Vienna Circle", he repeated this misrepresentation, and he refused to accept my
correction, even though he knows that Popper repeatedly complained about it. The
difference between the two is very clear: the negation of a scientific theory is traditionally
viewed as not scientific, whereas the language of science includes the negation of every
statement that it includes. Thus the statement that is the negation of Newton's theory is
not scientific both by tradition and by Popper's view, that very statement belongs to the same
language to which Newton's theory belongs. Hempel refuted Carnap's variant of Popper's
view and declared that Popper's view had been superseded. This kind of reasoning was
never corrected by anyone except Popper and his close associates.

The views that Carnap and Hempel took as the best were those they had borrowed from
Ludwig Wittgenstein. Evidently they presented their own variant of Popper's view as an
improvement over the original, one that Popper himself refused to endorse out of excess
pride and /or having a blind spot for the greatness of Wittgenstein's contribution. It is
therefore impossible to assess Popper's contribution without reference to Wittgenstein's
even though logically speaking they are worlds apart. Indeed, the difficulty of admitting the
significance of Popper's contribution is that this town is too small for both of them, as they
say in westerns just before a showdown. Except that there is going to be no showdown, and
the central view of Wittgenstein's that Popper spent so much effort in refuting is by now
admitted to be erroneous: both Wittgenstein and Popper disliked metaphysics, but whereas
Wittgenstein declared it ungrammatical, Popper vehemently denied that from the start.
The latest classic on the "Vienna Circle", Alberto Coffa's To the Vienna Station, though it is
on the philosophy of language, and though it praises Popper much more than usual, still
manages to skip entirely both the theory that all philosophy is meaningless and the unfair
attribution of it to Popper. This will not do.

The assessments of the contribution of dead thinkers is usually a form of ancestor
worship: in identifying the ancestors we identify ourselves. This is why it is rather hard to
switch ancestors: it amounts to conversion, and a conversion is both an act of treason and
an act of self-humiliation, of the admission of having belonged to the wrong party. But we
need not take the assessments of the contributions of dead thinkers to be a form of
ancestor worship. We may find it more important to think clearly than to play such social
games. To the extent that this clarity depends on our clear image of the past, these
assessments are made in order to enable us to think clearly, not in order to enable ghosts to
lie in peace.

Popper's contributions to social and political philosophy is in line with his philosophy of
science and is the more significant of the two -- both politically and intellectually. He said,
democracy is the regime that allows the public to correct peacefully their mistakes, such as
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the election of an undesired ruler. His best known idea is that the theory of historical
destiny is not scientific. He never said it is false, only that it cannot be worded in a manner
clear enough to be put to the test of experience, since, to cohere with known facts it must
for ever remain vague, since, notoriously, future science is in principle unpredictable (or
else it will be current science) and the impact of science on society is tremendous. Of
course, this is true of the doctrine in all of its generality. One may, of course, develop a
doctrine concerning historical inevitability that will be testable; and then it will be empirically
easily refuted by this very observation. For example, Karl Marx predicted that capital will
become increasingly concentrated, and this will make the socialist revolution both easy and
unavoidable. This prediction was based on the observation that industrial physical plants
tend to be ever bigger, because of economies of scale. This, observes Popper, was
overturned when the electric dynamo was invented. One has the choice, then, between
considering Marx' theory as general or specific: the first choice renders it metaphysical and
the second renders it empirically refuted.

And so there is the choice between taking Marx' theory to be scientific and refuted, or
not scientific. It is not empirically confirmed, Popper adds, unless it is so worded that it can
be only confirmed (if true) but not refuted (if false), so that it is then not scientific though
its confirmations may give the impression that it is. Marx' followers either ignore Popper or
distort his ideas. Those who ignore him, observes Ernest Gellner, do so while
acknowledging that Marxism is not empirical, so that they have altered the status of the

theory and are now advocating it irrationally.
Every item mentioned here can be elaborated on. Much was added to it by Popper and

his followers, and more can be added to that. But the basic point is to acknowledge the
little that has been said here. And the most important aspect of it has been left out of this
discussion: the views of Popper may well be criticized, and some of his better followers did
criticize. But the point made here has to do with historical truth rather than with
philosophical truth, as the latter has to be discussed by diverse parties. Those who disagree
with the historical description offered here will do the public service by explaining why.
Those who agree with it should not conceal their agreement. This will clear the air and
allow the debate to continue fruitfully.




A Funeral Address for the Late Sir Karl Popper
Junichi Aomi

Advisor & Former President of the Japan Popper Society

By any standard, Sir Karl Popper is one of the greatest philosophers of our century. In
the first place, he is, side by side with Bertrand Russell, one of the few representatives of
the tradition of Greek philosophy which began with Thales and was amplified by what he
called the "great generation" of thinkers in Athens in the 5th century, which included
Protagoras, Democritus and Socrates, and also by Aristotle. Throughout his long career as
a philosopher, he has tried his best to have his own world view and to determine the place
of Man in the universe. He endeavoured to learn as much as possible from modern and
contemporary sciences and to make it clear that Man, in spite of his infinitesimal physical
size in the universe, is an incredible product of biological evolution that is able to determine
his own place in the world.

In the second place, he was an important historian of Western philosophy. His
monumental work, The Open Society and its Enemies, which happened to be published in
the same year (1945) with Russell's A History of Western Philosophy, is popularly regarded
as a critique of totalitarianism. This view is true, but, it is much more than that. It is a
completely new interpretation of Western philosophy. His critical re-examinations of
Heraclitus, Plato, Aristotle and Hegel and Marx, in particular, are extremely original and
challenging. The fact that it is still widely read in France, Italy, The Netherlands, Japan
and also in Russia and some former Marxian countries shows that The Open Society has
been influential for almost a half century.

In the third place, Sir Karl was an important and highly influential philosopher of
science. The fact that he and Russell were the only philosophers of this century who
became fellows of the Royal Society is not accidental. He was also a foreign member of the
famous Italian Accademia dei Lincei. When his first book, The Logic of Scientific
Discovery, was published in German, his main interest was in physics. After the nineteen
seventies, however, his interest and influence in biological sciences have steadily increased.
Many important scientists, such as Sir John Eccles, Sir Peter Medawar, Konrad Lorenz,
Jacques Monod, have acknowledged their indebtedness to Sir Karl.

In the fourth place, it has to be noted that the centre of Sir Karl's interest in philosophy
has always been in what he called science of knowledge. In this respect, too, he was an
orthodox representative of the great tradition of philosophy from the ancient Greeks up to
Kant. He is regarded, side by side with his friend Lorenz, as a founder of what is now called
evolutionary epistemology.

Last but not least, though he was born and brought up in Vienna, his prose was always a
model of clarity, both in German and in English. He once told me that he tried to write
English as Russell did. It is remarkable that The Open Society was already written with
incredible lucidity and elegance. Russell's style is very clear, witty and sometimes staccato.
Sir Karl's style was also clear, elegant and more legato.

Requiescat in pace.



Reflections on the Passing of Sir Karl Popper
I. C. Jarvie

York University, Toronto

It is difficult to accept that my great teacher, Sir Karl Popper, is dead. However, the
appearance of many obituaries in western newspapers forces one to come to terms with it,
especially as so many of the obituaries are very poor: factually inaccurate and confused
about the nature of the achievements. My wish in these remarks directed to Japanese
colleagues is to mix a small amount of reminiscence with an attempt to call attention to the
largest of his achievements. '

At his death Popper still had much left to do, as anyone who has done research in his
archives at the Hoover Institution can test. There remain unfinished countless projects for
books, articles, collections, not to mention lecture series waiting to be written up. Let us
hope that plans afoot to publish the best of the material in his archives reach fruition. But
now it is sure that it will not be under his hand, and we shall have the difficult problem of
knowing quite what weight we can give to such material. A great deal of his published work
has been through many editions and reprintings, and virtually none went by without Popper
taking the opportunity to revise, polish, correct, and add to. Even though much of the
unpublished material has already been corrected many times in typescript, we can be sure
that it would have undergone further transformation before he would have authorised its
final release.

Be all that as it may, his death is the moment to consider not what remains undone, but
what has been achieved. Contemplating a long publishing and writing career there is room
for much dispute about which of his works and which of his ideas are of the most
importance. To discuss the issue is not to try to anticipate the judgement of historians of
philosophical ideas, for their efforts, and those of the philosophical public, are entirely
capable of remembering him for unimportant matters. It is, rather, a world 3 conjecture
which will, I hope, spark rational discussion.

In the last thirty years of his life Popper turned his hand to many new problems, such as
the body-mind problem, problems in the science of biology, and to the metaphysics of the
quantum theory and of world 3. This was very exciting and involved him in many debates,
distressingly few of them with philosophical colleagues. There was also the three-sided
debate, originally only between Popper and Kuhn, with Lakatos trying, rather like Ross
Perot in the 1993 American Presidential Election, to promote himself to the status of
serious contender. There was also the utterly unresolved debate known as the
Positivismusstreit over the philosophy of the social sciences. It was also the time when
Popper became ever more well-known, with all of his English books in print and translated
to many languages, and the awarding of many honours and prizes. The last book to appear
in his lifetime contains a selection of the addresses he gave to a number of formal
gatherings all over the world (In Search of a Better World).

By my reckoning, however, it is his classical work that has the greatest importance, the
work he did when he was comparatively unknown and, at times, intellectually isolated. It
was the work he did when he tackled two of the central problems of the theory of
knowledge, the problem of induction and the problem of demarcation. It was the work he
did in diagnosing the pernicious influence of the belief in laws of human destiny and the
related idea that the object of intellectual inquiry was to reach the essence of things. It was
the work he did when he tackled the problem of how our democratic society could have
permitted its enemies to take it over from within, and what could be done in post-war
reconstruction to make it less likely to happen again. It was the work that led him, before
fascism had been defeated, to argue that the biggest threat to the open society would come
from the Marxists, who stole its values and pretended to be its allies. Despite the extensive
discussion these works received, it seems to me a fact that their innovativeness, their

_6_




demand to change the agenda completely, has never been adequately acknowledged and in
coming to terms with the death of Popper these matters will have to be faced.

This body of classical work appeared between 1935 and 1945, when Popper aged from 33
to 43. The brilliance and fertility of his mind, and its formidable intellectual powers, were
never displayed to greater effect. And in contemplating the achievement one should not
forget that during this period of creativity he did much else as well. He transformed himself
from a native German writer into a master of discursive English, and also spent part of the
time bringing his Ancient Greek up to a level where he could dispute classical scholars on
their own ground.

Furthermore, aside from the three great works Logik der Forschung, "The Poverty of
Historicism" and The Open Society and Its Enemies, massive achievements by any measure,
he was also working creatively in the calculus of probability and on his system of logic, with
results mostly published later. And this is still a partial picture.

The wider world became acquainted with Popper's classical work in the opposite order to
the way it was conceived and published, which may have made it difficult for the unfolding
of his genius to gain its appropriate impact. Because of the vagaries of his life, it was The
Open Society (1945) that first made him known to those outside of his specialty, the
philosophy of science. The book caused a minor sensation, as well it might. It argued that
some of the intellectual heroes of mankind were among the worst enemies of the open,
democratic, liberal, and egalitarian form of society the book recommended. Besides its
formidable scholarly apparatus, it was written with passion and conviction for a general
intellectual audience, and it touched on topics of interest to everyone. Indeed, had it been
published about one year earlier, as Popper desperately wanted it to be, it might have been
able to contribute directly to the debates about the shape of the post-war settlement among
the victors and the policies for occupation and reconstruction of the vanquished. In the
event, it was published only a few weeks before Britain voted in a government intent on
rapid social change, and when the occupation policies of the allies had been pretty much
set. This may explain why its critique of radical and utopian social engineering and of
Marxism was seen, not for what it was, a plea for a cautious and gradualist social
democracy, but as part and parcel of the new right. Little or no attention was paid to the
proposal that it was quite possible to punish harshly the aggressor states of Germany and
Japan while still treating their citizens leniently (see note 7 to chapter 9).

The articles on "The Poverty of Historicism" had appeared immediately before this in the
specialist journal Economica (1944-1945). They were not made into a book until twelve
years later, in 1957. At that time the work was treated as a shot across the bows of the first
postwar New Left in Britain, and invalid inferences about Popper's political sympathies were
drawn from the friendly references to Hayek. Popper had by this point thrown down the
gauntlet in front of two influential groups of super-scholars: the Classicists and the Marxists
(groups which sometimes overlapped). The classicists accused him of travestying Plato -
though nothing was said about his accusation some leading that classical scholars, with or
without the excuse of Plato, openly espoused anti-democratic sentiments. The Marxists, at
that time busily engaged in rewriting Marxism on the basis of unpublished manuscripts,
went so far as to declare that Marx was no historicist. (The even more comical claim, that
Marx was a methodological individualist, was to come later.)

Last but by no means least of these classic works to reach the English-speaking world was
the translation of The Logic of Scientific Discovery in 1959. At a time when Popper's views
on Marxism and the planned economy were being marginalised after their initial stormy
reception, the 1957 and 1959 books placed him at the centre of a whole new round of
debates over the philosophy of the social and of the natural sciences. Like all of Popper's
output, the translation of Logik read as simply and clearly as he could manage. Apart from
technical matters, Popper's work never presents itself as "difficult", which may be one reason
why it is often read superficially. In point of fact all three of these classics are very dense
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texts, with many more ideas and insights than are flagged and signalled as such. To this day
[ believe there has not been a full grasp of all the implications of his methodological
conventionalism, which shows that the demarcation problem cannot be solved logically or
formally, only by institutionalising a decision in favour of theories and theoretical systems
refutable by experience.

My own acquaintance with Popper's work followed the chronology outlined above. When
I took my first course with him in 1955-1956 - Logic and Scientific Method - only The Open
Society was available in English. Bowled over by the impact of his ideas, I remember buying
and reading it in the summer of 1956 as a way of continuing to study his ideas when it
became known that he would be away in the academic year 1956-1957. During that hiatus I
switched my major from economics to anthropology, and endeavoured to apply what he
had taught to my anthropological studies. At the beginning of the following academic year
my thirst for more Popper pushed me, a final year undergraduate, to seek permission to
attend the only other course he gave, his graduate seminar. Without any hesitation I
received a note saying that of course I could attend. My co-student Oswald Pike and I were
regular attenders in the 1957-1958 academic year, and even managed to stumble our way
through a presentation of what we thought were some of the methodological problems of
functionalist social anthropology. Although the seminar had a reputation for storminess
and vigorous confrontation, we two semi-coherent juniors were always treated with
kindness, encouragement and respect. Both of us, and others as well, were to reap
considerable trouble from the anthropologists over our Popper-inspired critiques of the
holistic and observational practice of anthropology. Indeed, the anthropologists turned me
down for graduate study and Popper came to the rescue by accepting me as his student.
Being his apprentice was a lot harder, I think, than his own apprenticeship to the master
carpenter Adalbert Posch (Unended Quest, p. 7), but not as hard for me as Agassi
reported it was for him (A Philosopher's Apprentice). Popper's seminar and his circle was
a very intense group experience, one that was governed by the cooperative and egalitarian
morality embedded in the doctrine of "I may be wrong and you may be right, and by an
effort we may get nearer to the truth" (Open Society, ch. 24).

Popper was a captivating personality. Even in a large lecture room his shy smile and
forceful intellect could reach out and touch one. Peter Munz, W. W. Bartley, III, and
Joseph Agassi have written excellent pen portraits. My own attempt is in Otto Molden, ed.,
Krise der Moderne?, the volume from the 1988 Alpbach European Forum. Particularly
striking was the strong contrast between Popper's unrelenting intensity and seriousness
when ideas were at stake, or seemed to him to be at stake, or when moral responsibility was
an issue, and his sweetness and charm in private and social life.

Entering graduate school in 1958, I almost immediately was able to read the galley proofs
of The Logic of Scientific Discovery and finally discover the fully worked out system
sketched in the lectures and discussed tantalizingly in The Open Society. From that day to
this, no day goes by, no intellectual problem is considered, but that I find myself thinking
through the thing on lines suggested by these great classics. The literature upon them is
voluminous but very largely without intellectual value. They solve the problems they set out
to solve, and many others besides, and both have yet to be hit, in my view, with any criticism
that does any serious damage. It is a great pity that much of the western philosophical
world persists with errors and intellectual dead ends that Popper exposed so long ago.The
physically rather short Popper was a giant among us and it was a privilege to have known
and worked with him. To his students and followers now falls the heavy responsibility of
helping to make his philosophy make more of a difference in the intellectual world; the kind
of difference the brilliance and grandeur of the ideas warrants.

-




Sir Karl Popper: A Personal Note
David Miller

University of Warwick

Karl Popper died on the morning of Saturday September 17 1994 in the Mayday
University Hospital in Thornton Heath in South London. (There is no Mayday University.
The hospital is a teaching hospital of the University of London, and is situated in Mayday
Road.) The cause of death was a combination of pneumonia and kidney failure.

He had been taken into hospital ten days earlier (on the evening of September 7) for an
emergency operation. This had been successful but had disclosed an unsuspected carcinoid
tumour of the small gut, which had spread extensively in the abdominal cavity. I think that,
after this discovery, his friends had very little expectation that he would ever leave hospital,
and even feared that if he were to do so the dignity of his life would be calamitously
diminished. He had, after all, lived alone since 1986 at his delightful house in Welcomes
Road in Kenley, set high up on the edge of the North Downs; and though his assistant
Melitta Mew and her husband Raymond, and his housekeeper Margaret Coulstock, lovingly
provided essential support for his happiness, he succeeded in living a life of most admirable
independence. He had not always been well, to be sure, but he was well looked after, and
he had undergone the most careful internal investigation by doctors in both Britain and
Germany. In later years he suffered numerous small strokes and tachycardias. His short-
term memory was conspicuously unsteady, though its sins were sins of omission not of
commission, and in the last two years he often found concentrated thought a considerable
strain. 'My brain hurts', he would sometimes say, especially after a spell of work on
probability axiomatics. But he was remained his own man, fully in charge of his life -- and
continued to be so in hospital, much to the dismay of the nursing staff. It would have been
extremely distressing if it had ever had to be otherwise.

My own relationship with Popper goes back almost 30 years. In October 1964 I went to
the LSE as a student on the new MSc(Econ) degree in "Logic and Scientific Method".
There were half a dozen of us on the programme on that first year, three of whom planned
to follow the course in Advanced Mathematical Logic. At that time there was no
mathematical logician at the LSE. Lakatos was supposed to teach the course, but he was
away in La Jolla, and in any case he did not know much logic. It was agreed that we should
attend lectures at other London colleges (especially Bedford College) and receive some
extra tuition from Popper. Thus it was that, within a week or two of arriving at the School,
Allan Findlay, Ivor Grattan-Guinness, and I found ourselves gathered in his gloomy office.
Popper lit up the whole room that first afternoon with his enthusiasm for the heroism of
Principia Mathematica. He talked of much else besides, with relentless energy and
earnestness.

It was soon to become my office too, for after about three months at the LSE I was
asked by Popper if I would like to become his research assistant. This I eagerly did, working
nominally only six hours each week until my examinations were finished, and thereafter
nominally only full time. With the help of the LSE Library staff I tracked down the books
and papers he needed, sometimes reported on them, read and criticized almost everything
he wrote, and became involved in a useful if minor way in his intellectual life. He said that I
did a good job as his assistant, and later he trusted me with his writings in a way that he
rarely trusted others; nonetheless, 1 was amazed, and endeared, by the meekness with
which he so often accepted my suggestions and emendations. His own effect on my
intellectual life was many orders of magnitude greater. During these three years in which I
was Popper's assistant we became good collaborators, and we became also good friends.

There was a small hiatus between 1967 and 1970, when I spent two years at Stanford
University in California, and then returned to take up a teaching position at the University
of Warwick. But there was never anything behind the relative lack of communication in
these three years except distance and preoccupation with new challenges. I never really
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managed to quarrel properly with Popper in all the years that I knew him. We disagreed on
many issues, of course, philosophical, technical, stylistic, tactical, and personal. But far from
being overbearing, he was patient and tolerant. If there was difficulty in resolving
disagreements, it was not tiresome confrontation, but something like the difficulty faced by
Tom and Dick in The Open Society, Chapter 24, iii (p.236 of the British edition). Sweet in

argument, Popper was as often as not the one who gave way.
In the summer of 1971, shortly after Warwick had become the first British university to

award Popper an honorary degree (for which nomination I deserve credit only for the
initial suggestion), our collaboration was emphatically renewed in the massive labour of
preparing the great bulk of the dreadfully overdue Replies to My Critics for Schilpp's The
Philosophy of Karl Popper. Incredibly, this was all achieved -- and the autobiography
thoroughly revised and checked too -- in less than eight weeks. I have a precious letter
from him afterwards saying how much my help had meant to him and to his wife, and that
he would be in my debt to his life's end.

Since then, we have worked together on many things, and shared many things, especially
technical problems in probability theory; problems, Popper confessed in A World of
Propensities (Thoemmes 1990), 'whose allurement remains with me to this very day' (p.8). I
hope that eventually I shall be able to honour the memory of this inspiring friend and
teacher by completing the book that we planned jointly years ago as a statement of our
approach, and our solutions, to some of these alluring problems.

As it happens, on the very day on which Popper went into hospital I sent him the latest
draft of a joint paper replying to criticisms of our 1983 Nature note 'A Proof of the
Impossibility of Inductive Probability'. And when I visited him the next Monday, almost the
first thing that he said was ' am sorry, David, but you will have to finish it without me'. The
paper itself is not of great consequence, but -- despite the feeling that he sometimes voiced
when contemplating the tragedy of Bosnia, that philosophy seemed of little importance --

his concern to get things right never deserted him.
On the day that I visited him in hospital, he knew that he would die soon, having been

told that morning how bad the cancer was. He was not in the least afraid -- he never had
been afraid of death -- and he told me that the confirmation that he had cancer had no
emotional effect on him at all. It confirmed his expectation, but it did not affect it. He felt
prepared to die. Much as he loved life he had no wish to go on living in the terrible pain
that he had begun to suffer. In our last meeting the pain was for a few hours abated, and he
was lively and sharp, very exhausted (he had taken nothing but liquids for several days), but
animated and eager to talk. He was all too plainly saying goodbye; and much as I hoped to
see him on the Saturday of that week, it was not to be possible. That Monday was really his
last good day, and thereafter as the pain became worse, more painkillers were required,
leading to the inevitable lapse from full consciousness. I am confident that nevertheless he
did recognize those friends (including Gunter and Dorothy Wichtershauser and Bryan
Magee) who visited him in the days before he died.

According to Popper's own request, his funeral was quiet and unassuming, at the
crematorium at Croydon. There were about 40 people present, mostly close friends and
former students. Short addresses were given by Lord Dahrendorf and by Sir Ernst
Gombrich. A grander memorial service will be held in London at a later date. Popper's
ashes have been deposited in the grave of his devoted wife Hennie, who died in November
1985. Popper was an Honorary Citizen of the City of Vienna, and the grave will be
maintained in perpetuity as an honorary grave.

His ideas, we must hope, will survive also in perpetuity. But this will not happen unless
those who have understood the breathtaking simplicity and daring modesty of Popper's
message are resolved to pass this understanding on to those who will listen. It is clear that
the truths of critical rationalism conflict with much that even the most intelligent people
take for granted; simple as they are, these truths are not manifest. We must not assume
that, if they are lost, they will be easily regained.
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Your visit was not only a very great honour to me, but did show me how two persons
coming from very different cultures could, in a short time, get attuned to each other and
understand each other perfectly. I feel that this is very important indeed.
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Since you have sent me your most admirable paper on capital punishment, I have
partially written 4 long letters to you, but I did not finish them. That was due to two
reasons. The first was that they became long, and I am writing slowly -- especially a letter
that means much to me. The other reason was that I was in every case interrupted; and
owing to my bad memory, I had great difficulty to begin again -- and so I mislaid or lost the
letter until I could not find back into the mood of writing it.

For it is a very special mood. I feel greatly attracted by your personality, and not at all
strange; and yet, I have met you only once, and for a short time. And it needs for me, at my
age, and with the bad memory of my age, a great effort of concentration to find back into
the mood in which such a letter was begun. And to talk about it is difficult for me, especially
in the English language with its dryness and unsentimentality (a property of English which
I love, and which I do not try to transcend) . I feel that I have said enough, or perhaps
more than enough, to explain my difficulties of writing and re-writing this letter.

My first debt is for your paper on life sentences. It was the first paper on this subject I
have read that was written by a Judge who had to give such sentences; and 1 was deeply
moved by what you said about it. That the decisive reason against such sentences is our
human fallibility -- the fact that we can make mistakes --, this is my view, too. ~ ( TE& )
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Popper and the Deductive Chauvinism
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